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lations as well. I was therefore able to proceed against
them with the sure knowledge of getting rid of them: not
only did I have right on my side, but might as well. I
dismissed them from the position of delegates to the Head
Soldiers' Council and ordered them to return to Germany
by the next mail boat.
According to the regulations I was not entitled to
dismiss delegates from this Council. The German Senior
Officer in Foreign Waters must surely have the right to
throw out incompetent delegates whose conduct endangers
the friendly relations with the r Host' State. I could now
get a decision on this question too.
My methods aroused a storm of indignation in the
Squadron, except only in the torpedo craft, in two light
cruisers and two battleships who remained undisturbed.
The ship's company of my Flagship saw fit to refuse
their duty; one or other of the Soldiers* delegates
proposed that I should be dismissed; besides this, in the
usual radical manner, personal remarks against me were
not spared. I informed the English Admiral that on
account of the upheaval caused by the action I had
taken, I would take no further steps against the offenders.
The decisive step for the putting aside of the unsuitable
delegates had now been taken ; there was, therefore, no
point in fostering further dissension in the Squadron.
With this object I assured them that I would recall my
consent, for the proceedings to go any further, from the
Minister of State concerned. The upheaval then subsided
somewhat and the crew of my Flagship resumed their
duty.
The report to the Minister of Defence, who would deal
with the circumstances, had to pass the censorship of the
English Admiral. Thus he gained an insight into the
business. The Soldiers' Councils reproached me for this,